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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keyv_vords In recent years, one of the prominent services in the tourism industry has
Tourism been the establishment of ecotourism accommodations using traditional
Sustainability resources available in different regions of the country. Ecotourism
Ecotourism accommodations are small-scale businesses based on principles such as
Accommodation local design and architecture, participatory and family-based management,
Abadan County and the provision of indigenous services and products. These

accommodations represent an opportunity-driven segment within the
global tourism business, rapidly growing in popularity. This study aims to
analyze the factors influencing the formation and sustainability of
ecotourism accommodations. The research is applied in its purpose and
descriptive-analytical in its nature and methodology. The statistical
population of the study comprises owners and employees of ecotourism
accommodations in Abadan County. Since a complete list of the
population was unavailable, the Cochran formula for an infinite
population with a 5% margin of error was applied, resulting in a sample
size of 400 participants. The primary tool for data collection and
measurement of research variables was a researcher-made questionnaire.
The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed at a high level using
Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability. Data were analyzed using
SPSS and Smart-PLS software within the framework of structural

Article History: equation modeling (SEM). The findings indicate a good fit for the model
?513‘;;%24 and significant relationships between the studied variables. Additionally,
Received in revised form: the coefficient of determination for the structural model path was
05 No 2024 calculated to be 0.850, demonstrating the impact of the formation variable
2’30&?5%0'2:4 on the development and sustainability of ecotourism. Ultimately, the
Available online: research model exhibited a satisfactory fit for predicting and explaining
21 Jun 2024 the relationships among the variables.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of type and nature. The
required data were collected using both documentary and field-based methods. The statistical population
of this study includes employees and owners of ecotourism accommodations in Abadan County. A
convenience sampling method was employed for selecting the sample. Since a complete list of the
population was not available, the Cochran formula for an infinite population was used with a 5% margin
of error, resulting in a sample size of 400 participants.

Data analysis was carried out in two separate but interrelated sections. In the first section, which pertains
to the descriptive statistics of the research data, the main variables of the study were described using the
most important descriptive statistical indicators, including central tendency, dispersion, and distribution
shape. In the second section, dedicated to the inferential statistics and hypothesis testing, which forms the
main focus of this chapter, a variance-based structural equation modeling (SEM) approach was applied.
This approach aids the researcher in treating the main variables in the theoretical model as latent
variables, incorporating measurement errors in the estimation of model parameters. Consequently, this
results in more accurate and reliable estimates.

For performing the computations, SPSS and Smart-PLS software were utilized in this phase of the
research.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of type and nature. The
required data were collected using both documentary and field-based methods. The statistical population
of this study includes employees and owners of ecotourism accommodations in Abadan County. A
convenience sampling method was employed for selecting the sample. Since a complete list of the
population was not available, the Cochran formula for an infinite population was used with a 5% margin
of error, resulting in a sample size of 400 participants.

Data analysis was carried out in two separate but interrelated sections. In the first section, which pertains
to the descriptive statistics of the research data, the main variables of the study were described using the
most important descriptive statistical indicators, including central tendency, dispersion, and distribution
shape. In the second section, dedicated to the inferential statistics and hypothesis testing, which forms the
main focus of this chapter, a variance-based structural equation modeling (SEM) approach was applied.
This approach aids the researcher in treating the main variables in the theoretical model as latent
variables, incorporating measurement errors in the estimation of model parameters. Consequently, this
results in more accurate and reliable estimates. For performing the computations, SPSS and Smart-PLS
software were utilized in this phase of the research.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that ecotourism accommodations in Abadan County, due to their rich
local and natural capacities, can play a pivotal role in the sustainable development of the region. Data
analysis revealed that four main factors-cultural, economic, managerial, and environmental-exert the
greatest influence on the formation and sustainability of ecotourism accommodations in this area. These
factors not only contribute to the success of accommodations in attracting tourists but also enhance local
livelihoods and preserve the region's natural and cultural resources.

The cultural richness of Abadan County, including its traditions, local customs, and indigenous
architecture (such as traditional Madaifs), is a key strength for the development of ecotourism
accommodations. According to the study’s data, tourists visiting the region are particularly interested in
experiencing its cultural authenticity and local lifestyle. Therefore, emphasizing cultural identity in the
design and management of accommodations can enhance their appeal to tourists and provide a unique
experience. The analysis further highlighted that ecotourism accommodations have become a significant
source of job creation and sustainable income for local communities. The development of these
accommodations has not only reduced rural-to-urban migration but has also increased motivation to
preserve the region's natural and cultural resources. However, the results also point to a lack of adequate
financial infrastructure and support as one of the main challenges to the economic development of
ecotourism accommodations. Addressing this issue requires government support and private sector
investment. From a managerial perspective, the study showed that the participation of local communities
in managing ecotourism accommodations is one of the most critical factors for their success. The findings
suggest that accommodations managed collaboratively, utilizing local knowledge and experience, tend to
achieve greater sustainability. Conversely, the lack of necessary training for local communities in tourism
management and marketing has been identified as a major weakness in this domain. The analysis also
underscored the importance of preserving the region's natural resources and environment as a



fundamental prerequisite for sustainable ecotourism development. The results demonstrated that
accommodations adhering to environmental principles in their design and operation-such as using local
materials and reducing energy consumption-have had a positive impact on attracting tourists. However,
increasing tourist pressure and the absence of comprehensive conservation plans pose potential threats to
the region's natural resources and biodiversity.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate an appropriate model fit and the significance of the relationships among
the studied variables. Furthermore, the coefficient of determination for the structural model path was
calculated as 0.850, highlighting the impact of the formation variable on the development and
sustainability of ecotourism. Ultimately, the research model demonstrated a desirable fit in predicting and
explaining the relationships between the variables.
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