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The unfolding developments in Afghanistan since the Taliban’s
ascendance in 2021 have become a pivotal issue in international
politics. While the group has endeavored to solidify its position as the
de facto governing authority, the lack of widespread international
recognition remains a significant impediment. This research
investigates the impact of geopolitical rivalries on the ongoing non-
recognition of the Taliban regime, analyzing the roles of global and
regional powers in this dynamic. Findings indicate that competition
among the United States, the European Union, China, Russia, and
regional actors including Iran, Pakistan, and the Gulf states—has
substantially hindered the Taliban’s path toward formal legitimacy.
While Western nations have employed tools such as economic
sanctions and diplomatic restrictions to exert pressure on the Taliban,
China has adopted a cautious engagement approach, prioritizing its
economic and security interests. Russia, moreover, has taken a further
step by officially recognizing the Taliban government. Nevertheless,
the absence of an inclusive government, persistent human rights
violations, and ongoing concerns regarding the presence of terrorist
groups within Afghanistan continue to challenge the Taliban’s
legitimacy in the international system. The results of this study suggest
that until geopolitical rivalries subside and international consensus is
achieved, the prospect of global recognition for the Taliban remains
uncertain.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The international legitimacy of the Taliban remains a highly contested issue, influenced by geopolitical
rivalries among major global and regional powers. Since their return to power in August 2021, the Taliban
have sought international recognition to consolidate their governance and secure economic aid. However,
their failure to meet global expectations regarding human rights, particularly concerning women’s rights and
inclusive governance, has prevented widespread diplomatic acceptance. Beyond internal policies,
geopolitical dynamics have played a crucial role in shaping the global response. Major powers, including the
United States, China, Russia, and regional actors such as Iran, Pakistan, and India, have adopted divergent
strategies toward engagement with the Taliban, reflecting broader strategic interests rather than uniform
support or rejection. Russia, in particular, has taken the step of officially recognizing the Taliban, a move that
underscores the complex interplay of geopolitical factors at play. The rivalry between the U.S. and China,
NATO?’s cautious stance, and Russia’s strategic maneuvering have further complicated the Taliban’s quest
for legitimacy. Additionally, Middle Eastern actors, including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Turkey, have
engaged with Afghanistan based on their own political and economic interests, often reflecting ideological

and strategic divisions. The intersection of these geopolitical rivalries has created an environment where no

single bloc has been able to define a coherent international position on the Taliban’s legitimacy. While some
states have engaged with the Taliban for security or economic reasons, official diplomatic recognition
remains elusive. This paper analyzes how geopolitical competition among global and regional actors
influences the non-recognition of the Taliban, focusing on the intersection of strategic interests, regional

security concerns, and ideological conflicts.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing content analysis of diplomatic statements, policy
documents, and media reports. Additionally, expert opinions and scholarly literature on geopolitical
competition and Taliban governance were analyzed to understand how global rivalries shape international
responses. A comparative analysis of key actors’ policies provided insights into their motivations and
constraints.

Results and discussion

Findings suggest that geopolitical rivalries significantly impede the formation of a unified international
stance on the Taliban’s legitimacy. The U.S. and its allies emphasize human rights and counterterrorism
concerns, using economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation to pressure the Taliban. Conversely, China and
Russia prioritize strategic stability, economic interests, and countering Western influence in Afghanistan.
Notably, Russia has taken the step of formally recognizing the Taliban government, setting itself apart from
many other global actors. China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Russia’s regional security concerns
have led them to engage with the Taliban pragmatically, but China without granting full recognition.
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s historical ties with the Taliban contrast with India’s reluctance, reflecting broader
South Asian tensions. Middle Eastern actors remain divided; Qatar has acted as a mediator, while Saudi
Arabia and the UAE adopt cautious engagement policies. Iran’s stance fluctuates between pragmatic

engagement and ideological opposition. These geopolitical complexities have resulted in a fragmented

international response. While economic and security imperatives drive selective engagement with the
Taliban, formal diplomatic recognition remains constrained by ideological and strategic conflicts. The
findings underscore that the non-recognition of the Taliban is not solely due to governance failures but is

deeply embedded in global power struggles.

Conclusion

The study highlights that the non-recognition of the Taliban is primarily a consequence of geopolitical
rivalries rather than a unanimous rejection based on human rights concerns. The United States and its allies
continue to leverage economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation as tools to prevent Taliban legitimacy,
while China and Russia engage with the Taliban pragmatically to expand their influence in the region. South



Asian actors, particularly India and Pakistan, have pursued policies aligned with their broader strategic
imperatives, further complicating a unified international stance. Middle Eastern actors’ divergent approaches

reflect their unique economic and political interests. Given the absence of a cohesive global position, the

Taliban’s quest for legitimacy remains uncertain. While economic incentives and security cooperation drive
selective engagement, the lack of official recognition limits Afghanistan’s reintegration into the international
system. This situation exacerbates Afghanistan’s economic struggles, prolongs its humanitarian crisis, and
fuels regional instability. Future diplomatic efforts must address geopolitical competition to foster a more
coordinated international approach. Recognizing the influence of strategic rivalries in shaping policies
toward the Taliban is crucial for policymakers seeking a stable and pragmatic resolution to Afghanistan’s
international isolation.
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